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Emphasis on capital 


improvements shown 
in updated plan 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


AGAWAM - In the past few 
years, the Town of Agawam has 
seen a number of big projects get 
seen to completion, a few of them 
coming from the state level. 

In the past week, the Mor- 
gan-Sullivan Bridge has come 
back online with second half of 
the bridge completed. There are 
still some final parts to the project 
being completed, but for the most 
part, traffic is flowing with two 
lanes now back and forth across 
the bridge. On the Agawam side, 
there will some median and side- 


was also completed last year by 
the state, making the intersection 
much safer with wider lanes, turn 
lanes that make the traffic flow 
more efficiently, and updated traf- 
fic lights. 

According to the five-year Cap- 
ital Improvement Plan submitted 
by Mayor William Sapelli, the ad- 
ministration “is continuing to rec- 
ommend a greater emphasis be 
placed on capital improvements. 

The town has done a lot of road 
resurfacing as well as installed 
several new sidewalks. 

The capital plan is commonly 
called a “wishlist” and all pro- 
posals and projects are subject to 
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walk work also being completed. 
The Feeding Hills intersection 


Senate moves 
Soldiers’ Home 
bill forward 


HOLYOKE - On Thursday, Apr. 29, 
the Massachusetts State Senate unani- 
mously voted to pass a bill authorizing 
$400 million in bonds for the design and 
construction of a new facility for the sol- 
diers home in Holyoke. It also authoriz- 
es the issuance of $200 million in general 
obligation bonds to increase geographic 
equity and accessibility related to the 
continuum of long-term care services 
for those Massachusetts veterans not 
primarily served by the soldiers homes 
in Chelsea or Holyoke. 

“Massachusetts has always been a 
leader for Veteran services, and this bill 
reflects the Senate's deep commitment 
to those who have served our nation, 
stated Senator John Velis (D-Westfield), 
Senate Chair of the Joint Committee on 
Veterans and Federal Affairs. “While our 
Veteran population and their medical 
needs are changing, the Holyoke Sol- 
diers Home's mission remains the same: 
to provide care with honor and dignity. 
This bond bill will ensure that the next 
generation of residents at the Home re- 
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Spring sports spike 





PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM 


Kannon Behrens works out at practice last week. The Agawam High School 
volleyball team gets their season underway this week. More spring practice 
photos are on page 7. 
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Experience the difference 





Library renovations continue 
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Work continues to the interior of the Agawam Public Library. 7 got underway two weeks ago and is expected to go for 
several more weeks. More photos of ongoing work on page 6. 
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Plenty of questions 
about school budget 


A budget presentation 
was made last week and 
certain expenses for PPE 
are still unknown 


By Shelby Macri 
smacni@turley.com 


AGAWAM - Superintendent 
Shelia Hoffman gave a presen- 
tation on the proposed FY 22 
school budget last week, with a 
budget increase of 1.68% from 
last year and it was tentatively 
approved. 

During the School Commit- 
tee meeting on Tuesday, April 
27 the requested school budget 
for next year was $47,830,861 
which is only $788,781 more 
than the approved budget for 
last year. “Developing the FY’22 
school budget has again chal- 
lenged us with the unknown of 
what lies ahead, and the addi- 
tional obstacles brought forth 
by the COVID-19 pandemic, 


FIND YOUK PERFECT COLOR 


10 Springfield St. | Agawam, MA 
(413) 786-6776 | Rockys.com 


Hoffman said. “Will we continue 
to purchase personal protective 
equipment, will masks be man- 
dated? If so, will we continue 
to rent tents for outside mask 
breaks and additional teaching 
spaces?” 

There are plenty of questions 
on how the school year will need 
to be ran and if there will be dif- 
ferent guidelines or needs. 

Hoffman addressed other 
questions like medical waiting 
rooms in schools and staffing 
them, along with the project- 
ed enrollment numbers and if 
they ll be accurate during the 
upcoming academic year. ‘The 
proposed budget listed the as- 
sumption that full staff and stu- 
dents would return to in-person 
schooling and the enrollment 
levels would resemble those of 
FY'20. 

There will also be redistrict- 
ing at the Robinson Park and 
Phelps school street listings, 
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Library recognizes Mental Health Awareness Month 


AGAWAM - May is Mental Health 
Awareness Month and the Agawam Li- 
brary will be hosting two programs that 
focus on the wellness of our community. 
All month long, library visitors will be in- 
vited to contribute to our Beautiful Bonds 
Chain. Whenever patrons visit the library, 
take a moment to become aware of your 
mental state. Are you nervous? Excited? 
Happy? Leave a link with your answer -or 
a message of support- and we will add it 
to our chain. There will be colorful slips of 
paper at our public services desk. Our goal 
is to link these sentiments together to ac- 
knowledge that mental health issues affect 
everyone at different times and in different 
ways. As we emerge from the past year, the 
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library would like support our community 
and recognize wellness in all its forms. 
Join us on Monday, May 10 at 7 p.m. 
for Journaling for Wellness. Writer Lara 
Tupper will lead a meaningful discussion 
about the benefits of health journaling 
and tips on how to sustain self-awareness 
through writing. No previous writing expe- 
rience is needed. On Thursday, May 13 at 
7 p.m., Bernice Drumheller from The Na- 
tional Alliance of Mental Health of Western 
Massachusetts (NAMI-WM) will discuss 
the effects of the COVID-19 Pandemic on 
mental health. Learn the signs and symp- 
toms of anxiety and depression and un- 
derstand when to seek help. Both of these 
programs are virtual and will take place 
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on Zoom. Please register on our online 
calendar www.agawamlibrary.org. ‘These 
programs are open to the public and all are 
welcome. 

Our Seed Library and Exchange con- 
tinues in the month of May. Visitors are 
welcome to browse for flower, herb and 
vegetable seeds. They may take desired 
seed from a labeled container and pack- 
et (please do not take the whole packet.) 
Envelopes are available to carry the seeds 
home. Visitors are asked to sign-out their 
seeds in the sign-out folder to the left of the 
display. Those wishing to donate seeds are 
asked to put them in an envelope with the 
date, growing instructions and type of seed 
(bean, pea, etc) Donors are also asked to 





log their donated seeds. 

Please pardon our appearance while 
our library roof repair project gets un- 
derway. We will remain open during con- 
struction, but there may be days and times 
when collections or areas of the library will 
be inaccessible. We will do our best to pro- 
vide our patrons with as much notice as 
possible when collections are closed. We 
ask for your patience in the coming weeks 
and we apologize for the inconvenience. 

The Agawam Library is open Mon- 
day-Thursday 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. and Friday 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m. The library vestibule is open 
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. for pick-up only 
through the month of May. Please call the 
library with any questions 413-789-1550. 





‘Historic’ tag sale set 
for May 16 and 17 


AGAWAM - the situation in which the 
historic Captain Charles Leonard House 
in Agawam currently finds itself is not 
unique among nonprofit organizations 
or event venues — both have been partic- 
ularly hard hit by restrictions imposed by 
the coronavirus pandemic. The Captain 
Leonard House, which has served as Aga- 
wams Community House for more than 
eight decades, has struggled financially 
over the past twelve months due to a year 
of lost bookings and fundraisers. 

In its first public event in over a year, 
the trustees of the Agawam institution 
will hold a giant tag sale on the Captain 
Leonard House lawn on Saturday and 
Sunday, May 15 and 16, from 9:00 am un- 
til 2 p.m. each day. All proceeds will aid 
in the preservation of the National Regis- 
ter-listed Captain Leonard House. In case 
of rain, the sale will be held at the same 
time the following weekend, Saturday 
and Sunday, May 22 and 23. Masks and 
social distancing will be required, and 
CDC guidelines will be observed. 

Offered for sale will be antiques, furni- 
ture, collectibles, china, glass, silver, and 
new items. Crafts and vendors will also be 
on hand. The community is invited to par- 
ticipate as well, with tables offered at $25 
for the weekend. Those interested should 
call Phil Kimball at 374-5673 for more in- 
formation or to reserve their table. 

The Captain Leonard House, consid- 
ered to be Agawams finest Federal-era 
home, is available to rent for business 
functions and social events and is located 
at 663 Main Street in the center of the Aga- 
wams National Register Historic District. 
Built in 1805 as a stage tavern to service 
travelers on the Hartford/Boston route, 
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AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE —_—_\,— www.vtauto.com 


WSERVICE! 


WARRANTY 
3 Years / 36,000 Mile 


From a basic oil change to complete car 
repair services, our professional staff can 
handle all of your needs! 


AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR EXPERTS 
WE FIX EVERYTHING! 


FREE Wi-Fi * Shuttle Service * Financing Available * Rental Cars Available * State of the art equipment 





A tradition of hospitality: the historic Captain 
Charles Leonard House, built as a stage tavern 
in 1805, has served as the Town of Agawam and 
neighboring towns as a community house since 
1939. 





A selection of antiques, china, glass, and other 
items will be offered at a giant tag sale to be held 
on Saturday and Sunday, May 15 and 16, from 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m. to aid in the preservation of Aga- 
wam’s Community House, the historic Captain 
Charles Leonard House. SUBMITTED PHOTOS 


the Captain Charles Leonard House was 
restored in 1939 and has served as Aga- 
wam's Community House since that time. 
The house was placed on the National 
Register of Historic Places in 1975. 

Please call 413-786-9421 or visit http:// 
captainleonardhouse.com/facilities/ for 
more information about rental availabil- 
ity. For information about events at the 
house, follow the Captain Charles Leon- 
ard House on Facebook at www.facebook. 
com/captainleonardhouse/ 


SERVICE! 
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Agawam resident Gilbert named 
VP of Commercial Lending 


FLORENCE - Florence Bank, a mutual- 
ly-owned savings bank serving the Pioneer 
Valley through 12 branch locations, today 
announced the appointment of Douglas 
Gilbert of Agawam to the position of vice 
president / commercial lending. 

Gilbert comes to Florence Bank with 
more than 27 years of banking experience, 
most recently at Country Bank, where he 
served as first vice president and team 
leader in the Commercial Lending Depart- 
ment. His duties there included managing 
the commercial lending team and an ex- 
tensive loan portfolio. His experience also 
includes serving as vice president and head 
of commercial lending at Easthampton Sav- 
ings Bank and as assistant vice president in 
commercial lending at Westfield Bank. 

Gilbert is a certified public accountant 


who earned an undergraduate degree from 
Westfield State University and a master’s in 
business administration from the Univer- 
sity of Connecticut. He also serves on the 
board of the Quaboag Valley Business As- 
sistance Corporation. 

Gilbert said, “It is a great opportunity 
to be affiliated with Florence Bank, which 
has such an excellent reputation and does 
so much good in the community. Everyone 
here has made me feel right at home from 
the beginning.’ 

Kevin R. Day, president and CEO of Flor- 
ence Bank, said, “Doug is a great addition 
to the Florence Bank team. His signifi- 
cant lending experience coupled with his 
knowledge of the communities we serve 
will be a tremendous value to our business 
customers. 


NAMI holding virtual Walk-a-thon 


AGAWAM - ‘The National Alliance on 
Mental Illness of Western Massachusetts 
will be holding its 21st Annual Virtual Walk- 
a-thon, A Journey of Hope and Recovery on 
May 23 beginning at 11 a.m. 

The event is suitable for all ages and abil- 
ities. Funds raised will directly benefit NAMI 
Western Massachusetts continuing efforts to 
help increase awareness and provide essen- 
tial education, advocacy and support group 
programs for the people in our community 
living with mental health conditions and 
their loved ones. 

NAMI is the National Alliance on Mental 
Illness, the nation’s largest grassroots mental 
health organization dedicated to Building 
Better Lives for all those affected by mental 
illness. NAMI provides advocacy, education, 
support and public awareness so that all in- 


dividuals and families affected by mental ill- 
ness can Build Better Lives. 

Join us and have a fun time while sup- 
porting a great cause. Among the festivities 
will be guest speakers, arts, activities, peer 
videos, music and raffles. Please help NA- 
MI-WMs mission by participating in this Vir- 
tual Walk or by sponsoring the event. If you 
would like to submit a brief video saying how 
NAMI-WM has helped you or a loved one or 
how you maintain good mental health during 
these difficult times, these would be most ap- 
preciated. Two minutes or less, deadline May 
8, email through https://transfer.pcloud.com 
to information@namiwm.org. 

For further information please contact 
our office at 413-786-9139 or visit us at www. 
namiwm.org/events for entry and sponsor- 
ship forms. 


Correction 


443 Springfield St. - Agawam 
Monday - Friday 7:30 - 5PM 


413-789-2181 


SALES. 


Preowned vehicles you can 


your motorcycle’s 
maintenance & tire 
needs, including MA 

State Inspections 


*Inspections coming soon 


Value & [Friendly 


service is in our name! 


trust! Financing available. 


In last week's Agawam Advertiser News, there 
was an incorrect headline about the new Veterans 
Services Director. The correct headline was “Agawam 
police officer named new Veterans Services Director.’ 
We regret the error. 


pe Selection of Hanging Baskets 
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257 Feeding Hills Rd., (Rte 57) 
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New England’s largest theme park will open May 14 


AGAWAM - Six Flags New England, 
the Thrill Capital of New England in ac- 
cordance with the state of Massachu- 
setts guidelines will be open with its 
world-class attractions on Friday, May 14 
to Members and Season Pass holders and 
then to the general public on Saturday, 
May 15. 

“We are beyond thrilled that we can 
reopen our theme park with a full com- 
plement of our more than 100 rides, at- 
tractions, and unique experiences, said 
Six Flags New England Park President 
Pete Carmichael. “Now more than ever 
families need an escape that is safe, ac- 
cessible, and fun. The thrill is calling 
and our team is eager to welcome back 
our Members, Season Pass holders, and 
guests once again, added Carmichael. 

All guests will need to reserve their 
visit at sixflags.com/reserve to manage 
attendance and stagger arrival times. 
This includes all Members, Season Pass 
holders and day-ticket holders. 

Other safety procedures include: 

« State-of-the-art thermal imaging for 
temperature checks; and 

« Advanced security-screening tech- 
nology for touchless bag checks. 

The park’s comprehensive safety plan, 
which the company developed in consul- 
tation with epidemiologists, meets or ex- 
ceeds federal, state, and local guidelines 
for sanitization, hygiene, and social dis- 
tancing protocols. 


Health Screenings 
for Guests and Team Members 

« Contactless IR thermal imaging will 
be used to screen temperatures of guests 
and employees prior to entry; 

« Individuals will be required to ac- 
knowledge and abide by the company's 
health policies, which prohibit park entry 
if guests have recently been exposed to or 
are experiencing symptoms of COVID-19; 

¢ Following CDC guidelines, all guests 
over the age of two and all team members 
will be required to wear face masks cover- 
ing the nose and mouth throughout their 
visit/work day. 

« Masks will be available for sale at the 
front gate for any guest without one; 


Social Distancing 

« Easy to identify distance markers will 
be added in all park entry, ride, restroom, 
retail location, and dining queue lines; 

¢ Dining areas will be adjusted to allow 
ample space between seated parties; 

« Guests will be separated by empty 
rows and/or seats on all roller coasters, 
rides, and attractions; 

¢ Six-foot viewing areas will be marked 
for guests to observe game play while ad- 
hering to social distancing requirements; 

- Advanced security screenings will en- 
able touchless bag checks; 

« Guests viewing outdoor entertain- 
ment will be separated by at least six feet; 
and 





Adeeb Emran and Mayor William Sapelli cut the ribbon at the grand opening of Main Street Food Mart last 


week. 
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Main Street Food Mart 


opens for business 


By Shelby Macri 
smacri@turley.com 


AGAWAM - A new business has opened 
in town; the Main Street Food Mart at 713 
Main Street in Agawam, which opened in 
the beginning of April but recently held 
a grand opening and ribbon cutting on 
Wednesday, April 28. 

Mayor William Sapelli, Councilors 
Rosemary Sandlin and George Bitzas, and 
Planning Director Marc Strange visited the 
new business to check out the store and 
welcome owners Adeeb Emran and Nagi 
Sayed to the area. 

“They have some great stuff and they're 
tucked away so itd be good to highlight 
them so people know theyre there, Sapelli 
said. “Were very happy to see them there 
and we wish them the best of luck, it’s great 
to see them in the community. 

The new food mart includes a variety 
of things including a deli, cold drinks, cof- 
fee, canned and packaged food products, 
and fresh produce amongst other things. 
There is a large section of the store that 
offers fresh produce and fruits for anyone 
who needs to stop in for something quick. 
They also have general household items 
like paper products and cleaning supplies, 


along with typical convince store items like 
scratch tickets, gum, candy, and snacks. 

A large focus of the business is the deli, 
it’s a large section of the back half of the 
store and it offers hot and cold foods, they 
also work through delivery phone applica- 
tions and cater, those interested can call 
413-301-7333 for more information. Emran 
said he choose the area for the store be- 
cause it’s a nice location and was told that 
the town of Agawam was a good place, and 
he’s glad to be here. 

“We came to Agawam in August of 
2020, got the licenses, did renovation, and 
worked on it for eight months,’ Emran said. 
“The licensing was a process, we spent 
most of our money on that and were glad 
to be here now. 

Emran said he hopes the store does well 
and that more and more people will visit as 
the weather warms and people leave their 
houses, as of right now they store has a 
couple of repeat customers for scratch tick- 
ets and some for food. The store has one 
of the largest fresh produce sections for a 
business it’s size and he looks forward to 
more people coming in to take advantage 
of the different kinds of foods, coffee and 
other supplies the Main Street Food Mart 
has to offer. 


« Capacity at indoor venues and on 
some attractions, will be reduced to meet 
social distancing requirements. 

Extensive Sanitization and Disinfect- 
ing Protocols 

- Trained and dedicated cleaning teams 
have been put in place; 

- Rides, restraints, and handrails will be 
cleaned throughout the day; 

- Team members will frequently sani- 
tize and disinfect high-touch points areas, 

« Restroom staff will be stationed to 
disinfect each stall and sink on a frequent 
basis; 

« Multiple hand-washing and _ alco- 
hol-based hand-sanitizer stations will be 
located throughout the parks; and 

¢ All team member work areas will be 
regularly sanitized and disinfected. 

Sanitized Food Preparation and Ser- 
vice 

« Modified menus will help facilitate 
touchless transactions; 

¢ Self-service buffets and salad bars will 
be reconfigured to eliminate guest contact 
with food; and 

« Condiments, self-serve cutlery, and 
napkins will be provided to guests with 
their meals as required. 

Commercial-Grade Cleaning Equip- 
ment and Supplies 

« All employees will be issued Team 
Member Action Packs which include the 
following items: a safety face mask, safety 
glasses, and disposable gloves; 





« Low pressure backpack sprayers will 
be utilized for disinfecting large areas; 

« Abundant supplies of sanitizers and 
disinfectants will be available; 

« Microfiber cloths will be used to sani- 
tize surfaces; and 

¢« Queue line supplies, fencing, and 
tents will be in place to promote safe so- 
cial distancing. 

Multi-Layered Guest and Team Mem- 
ber Communication 

- Frontline team members will go 
through extensive COVID-19 training; 

- Safety messaging and reminders will 
be displayed on Six Flags’ website, and in 
newsletters; 

« Distance markers and physical dis- 
tance indicators will be in place; and 

- Informational safety signage will be 
posted throughout the park. 

Six Flags Season Passes and Member- 
ships are currently available. Members 
can enjoy priority park entry and tremen- 
dous discounts of up to 50% on nearly all 
food and merchandise all season long. 
Gold Plus, Platinum, Diamond, and Dia- 
mond Elite levels are available featuring 
all the perks of a Season Pass plus other 
benefits including admission to all Six 
Flags branded theme and waterparks, 
preferred parking, and points that can be 
redeemed for free food, merchandise, and 
special experiences. Visit the Membership 
Sales Center or go online to sixflags.com 
for more information and to sign up today. 


Virtual Lions holding sign sale 


AGAWAM - ‘The Pioneer Valley Vir- 
tual Lions will hold a “Dont Litter” lawn 
sign sale on Saturday, April 24 from 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m. in the Geissler’s Agawam 
parking lot (near main entrance). For 
a $20 donation, supporters will receive 
a “Dont Litter” lawn sign to display in 
front of their home or business. The sign 
artwork was done by nine-year-old Aga- 
wam resident, Luciana, after her neigh- 
borhood was repeatedly littered with 
nip bottles. $5 from the sale of every 
sign is being donated to the GoFundMe 


campaign for Mr. Jack Coughlin, a well- 
known Agawam resident and environ- 
mental advocate. Each sign purchase 
will enter the supporter into a raffle for a 
$300 Visa Gift Card which will be chosen 
at random on May Ist and announced on 
our Facebook page. Signs are also avail- 
able for purchase at www.agawamlions. 
org and will be delivered free of charge to 
homes and businesses. 

Learn more by visiting the Pioneer 
Valley Virtual Lions on Facebook and In- 
stagram, @PioneerValleyLions. 


Shredding event set for May 15 


AGWAM - The Town of Agawam will 
host a free document shredding event 
for residents on Saturday, May 15 from 8 
a.m. to 10 a.m. at the DPW Annex, 1000 
Suffield Street. 

Valley Green Shredding will provide 
an on-site mobile shred unit to secure- 
ly and confidentially shred residential 
documents for free. In an effort to ser- 
vice as many Agawam residents as pos- 
sible, residents are asked to limit their 
confidential documents to 2 standard 
size boxes or 2 recycling bins per vehi- 
cle. All three-ring binders and binder 


clips should be removed. Paper clips, 
staples, spiral bound notebooks are all 
acceptable. Due to COVID-19, safety 
protocols will be in place. Participants 
will be required to wear a mask, remain 
in their vehicle, and place all materials 
in the trunk, bed trunk, or cargo area of 
the vehicle. Staff will not accept mate- 
rial from the front seats of the vehicle. 
If you are sick or awaiting COVID test 
results, please do not attend the event. 
For additional information please con- 
tact the Department of Public Works at 
821-0624. 





Eucharistic Adoration at St. John’s 


AGAWAM - All are welcome and in- 
vited to join us at St. John the Evangelist 
Church, 833 Main Street, for Eucharistic 
Adoration, Wednesdays, 12 noon to 5:45 


Make your 


Mother’s Day 


p-m. with Holy Mass at 6:00 p.m. Come 
and spend some time in quiet prayer 
with our Lord Jesus Christ, present in 
the Eucharist. 


BONA 





HANGING BASKETS | MIXED PLANTERS 
ANNUALS | PERENNIALS | HERBS | VINES 
VEGETABLE PLANTS | PROVEN WINNERS 


STAND IS OPEN WITH 
FRUITS & VEGETABLES 


Celebrating 75 Years 1946-2021 


: Ei © 
E. Cecchi Farms 1131 SPRINGFIELD STREET 


FEEDING HILLs, Mass. @ “Everything you’d grow if you had forty acres.” 
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Opinion 
(Guest Column 


History Matters: 
May 1 to May 15 


History Matters is a biweekly feature 
courtesy of The Grateful American Book 
Prize, which is given to childrens books 
that emphasize the importance of Ameri- 
can history. 





By John Grimaldi and David Bruce Smith 


n May 5, 1961, Navy Commander 
() i= Bartlett Shepard Jr. became 
the first American in space. It 
was just a 15-minute mission, memora- 
ble to the nation, but too late to outwit 
the competition. Soviet cosmonaut Yuri 
Gargarin astounded the world when he 
orbited the earth, once, in the Vistok 1. 
Shepard's Freedom 7 capsule, howev- 
er, foreshadowed Americas dominance; 
less than a decade later, the Apollo 11 
mission “silenced” the Russians, and cat- 
apulted Neil Armstrong, Edwin “Buzz” 
Aldrin, and Michael Collins to the moon. 
Shepard was ranked fifth to walk the 
lunar surface after the Apollo 14 mission. 
The Grateful American Book Prize 
recommends “Light This Candle: The 
Life and Times of Alan Shepard, by Neal 
Thompson. 


Transcontinental railroads 

The American Revolution was an un- 
expected victory for the colonists. They 
won an immense land with a myriad of 
perks and perils, but the only way to tra- 
verse its complex vastness was to join a 
wagon train. It was a complicated and 
difficult crossing that many did not sur- 
vive. 

Then, on May 10, 1869, everything 
changed; two railroads completed the 
task of laying the tracks from “sea to 
shining sea. The presidents of the Union 
Pacific and Central Pacific railroads met 
at Promontory, Utah to drive the last 
spike into the rails of the nations first 
transcontinental railway. 

Seven years earlier, land grants and 
loans from Congress had equipped them 
with the fiscal flexibility to build, but 
according to History.com, “In their ea- 
gerness for land, the two lines built right 
past each other, and the final meeting 
place had to be renegotiated. 

To learn more about how the West 
was subdued, the Grateful American 
Book Prize recommends “Full Steam 
Ahead: The Race to Build a Transconti- 
nental Railroad,’ by Rhoda Blumberg. 


Lewis and Clark 

In order to determine what it would 
require to mollify a newly acquired, un- 
domesticated expanse of land, President 
Jefferson determined that a survey was 
imperative; he selected two explorers, 
Meriwether Lewis and William Clark, to 
manage the mission. 

America was just over 21-years-old, 
but the Louisiana Purchase transaction 
suddenly added 828,000 acres, and the 
equivalent of approximately 15 states. 

Lewis and Clark started their journey 
in St. Louis with 55 men on May 14, 1804. 

According to History.com, “The ex- 
pedition traveled up the Missouri Riv- 
er in a 55-foot-long keelboat and two 
smaller boats. In November, Toussaint 
Charbonneau, a French-Canadian fur 
trader accompanied by his young Native 
American wife, Sacagawea, joined the 
expedition as an interpreter. The group 
wintered in present-day North Dakota 
before crossing into present-day Mon- 
tana, where they first saw the Rocky 
Mountains. 

They met up with the Shoshone In- 
dians when they reached Colorado, 
crossed the Clearwater and Snake rivers 
in canoes, and followed the Columbia 
River to the Pacific Ocean on Nov. 8, 1805. 

Two and a half years later, the expe- 
dition returned, in triumph, to St. Louis 
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Summer gas shortage may affect plans... 


| SORRY KIDS, 
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i) ENOUGH FUEL 
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The Garden Lady takes on various pests 


laine, who gardens in Ware, tion about pests. “I have pears, apples, 
8 ’ IN THE 

wrote in with this question for G ARDE N plums and nectarine trees. How can I 

the Garden Lady: “I have a prob- keep raccoons, possums, squirrels and 


lem with grubs and moles. In your arti- 
cle you said beer is effective on grubs. 
Would you please explain how to do 
this. My whole yard and vegetable gar- 
den is infested. Last year I found out my 
vegetables had grubs and mole tunnels. 


HWE EE 





ROBERTA 


skunks away from my fruit trees? When 
the trees mature, they raid the trees 
and take bites out of the apples and 
other fruit, and then leave the fruits on 
the ground with one or two bites in the 


SS fruits. Any advice would be truly appre- 


Do you have any suggestions on how to ciated. 
deal with moles also?” MCQUAID How frustrating to wait for your fruit 
Thanks for your question. Beer is an Soe hres to mature, only to have it eaten. I con- 


effective bait for slugs, but I have nev- 

er heard of it used on grubs. Last year we had lots 
of rain, right around the time that my strawber- 
ries were turning red. Nothing is more disturbing 
than picking a strawberry and finding a slug bur- 
rowed inside! I set stale beer in a saucer, level with 
the surface of the soil. The slugs were lured in and 
drowned. I cleaned and refreshed the saucer every 
two or three days depending on how many slugs 
were there. Handpicking slugs also works well. 
Typically they feed in the early morning hours, so 
I would go out just after sunrise and drop the bug- 
gers into a yogurt container filled with soapy water. 
Other folks put down boards in the garden (they 
like to hide there) or use cantaloupe rinds face 
down where they'll also congregate. Many can be 
disposed of easily and without too much yuck-fac- 
tor. 

As far as grubs go, I'll recommend Milky Spore 
powder, a bacterium that the Japanese grub will in- 
gest as it feeds in the lawn. The bacteria reproduce 
inside the grubs gut and usually kill it in a week or 
two. As the grub decomposes it will release even 
more bacteria, thereby killing even more grubs. So 
on and so forth. It may take a few years for pop- 
ulations of grubs to decrease but once in the soil 
the bacteria will last for years. Apply when the soil 
temperature reaches 65 degrees or more, during 
a period of active feeding in summer or early fall. 
Since grubs are a food source for moles, fewer 
grubs will likely cut down on mole populations as 
well. Less grubs may also mean fewer holes in the 
lawn from skunks who are looking for dinner. Milky 
Spore is registered with the EPA and is reported 
safe for people, pets, wildlife, beneficials and the 
like. I hope this advice helps! 


Orchard pests 
Walter is a home orchardist and also has a ques- 





sulted my favorite orchardist, Michael 
Phillips, by way of his book, “The Holistic Orchard, 
to get some answers for you in terms of these pests 
and birds which might also be causing some of the 
havoc. One idea I thought that sounded interesting 
is blocking access to the trunk so that the animals 
cant climb up. Wrapping the trunk in aluminum 
roof flashing up to four feet is reportedly enough 
to deter raccoons and squirrels. Spreading some 
gooey tangle trap on plastic just above the flashing 
doubles the punch. Squirrels can jump from tree, 
though, but reportedly like a quick get away, and 
steer away from areas with tall vegetation (news to 
me!!) so perhaps letting the grass grow up a bit near 
harvest may help. 

As far as deterrents go, I am wondering about 
those fake owls that you often see at pick-your- 
own orchards. It may be worth a shot to install one 
of those. The same would go for the big scare-eye 
balloons. Usually with these type of deterrents, it’s 
critical to move them often so that they don't mere- 
ly become part of the scenery, but actually scare 
the pest away: think predator/prey. 

Hanging artificial fruit prior to harvest to the 
point that the culprit bird gets sick of trying to peck 
something inedible may also be worth a try. Some 
people even leave them up all year long! And when 
in doubt, I always try predator urine. Back in the 
days of having infants in my household, you would 
often see a diaper hanging in an onion bag in my 
orchard to keep animal thugs out. I guess creativity 
comes into play. Good luck. 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the University of Massachu- 
setts. For the last 28 years, she has held the position 
of staff horticulturalist at Old Sturbridge Village. She 
enjoys growing food as well as flowers. Have a ques- 
tion for her? Email it to ekennedy@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question’ in the subject line. 
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Eastern States Exposition drive-in now open 


Dual Screens to show 
new releases and classic films 


WEST SPRINGFIELD —- West Spring- 
field Drive-In, in partnership with Eastern 
States Exposition, will be opened April 23 
on The Big E Fairgrounds. The drive-in will 
feature two 45’ by 60° screens and be able 
to accommodate 300 cars each, in a safe 
and socially distant family experience. 
The drive-in, located in the Gate 9 parking 
area, is authorized to show new release 


content, once available, as well as special 
livestream concerts and other events. 

The drive-in is open on weekends 
through the springtime and then seven 
days per week during the summer season 
through Labor Day and movies will begin 
at a time consistent with sunset. Closing 
for The Big E, scheduled Sept. 17 to Oct. 
3, the drive-in will then reopen October 
through December for holiday themed 
experiences. Movies will be announced 
weekly and ticket sales will be available 
at the time of the announcement. In ad- 


dition, a full concession stand will also be 
available for guests to not only enjoy pop- 
corn, but popular Fair foods such as fried 
dough, fried Oreos, and cotton candy. 

“We are pleased to bring this safe and 
socially distant family experience to the 
residents of West Springfield and the sur- 
rounding communities, said EJ Dean, 
President, FestEvents. “During the global 
pandemic, we successfully operated sever- 
al drive-in theaters across the state of Mas- 
sachusetts and we are grateful our partner, 
the Eastern States Exposition, is maximiz- 


ing the use of the fairground space for the 
benefit of those in the community. 

“Some may recall the Memorial Drive- 
In, just down the street. We are delighted 
to carry on that tradition of safe, family fun 
and look forward to working with EJ and 
the FestEvent team, said Gene Cassidy, 
Eastern States Exposition President and 
CEO. 

Please visit www.wsdrivein.com for 
details or connect on Facebook: https:// 
www.facebook.com/westspring field- 
drivein. 


Cooper’s accepting professional attire donations 


AGAWAM - For a limited time Coo- 
pers Gifts Apparel Home of Agawam is 
accepting donations of professional at- 
tire for Dress for Success of Western Mas- 
sachusetts. 

Interview-appropriate womens cloth- 
ing, shoes and accessories will be collect- 
ed at Coopers through Sept. 30. 

“We invite everyone to spring-clean 
their closets and change a life, said Kate 
Gourde, Owner of Cooper's Gifts Apparel 
Home. 

Donations must be like-new, clean 
and on hangers. All professional attire 
is welcome, but DFS has expressed that 
their greatest current needs are for petite 
and plus sizes, like-new shoes, especially 


size 8 and up and purses. No casual cloth- 
ing, please. 

“Just ask yourself “Would I wear this 
to an interview?’ If the answer is yes, 
Dress for Success can put it to good use, 
Gourde said. 

The mission of Dress for Success 
(DFS) is to empower women to achieve 
economic independence by providing a 
network of support, professional attire 
and development tools to help women 
thrive in work and in life. They provide 
each client with professional attire to 
secure employment, but they are about 
much more than simply a new outfit. Be- 
sides physically equipping the client with 
apparel and accessories, their programs 


furnish her with a confidence that she 
carries forever and the knowledge that 
she can actively define her life, the direc- 
tion she takes and what success means to 
her. 

“We have held clothing drives for DFS 
for years; our customers consider it a 
convenience. Especially for people West 
of the river, it’s easier to bring donations 
here than up to the DFS Boutique on Bos- 
ton Road, Gourde said. Items may be 
brought to the shop anytime during the 
month of April. Cooper's is located at 161 
Main St., Agawam, and is open Tuesday 
to Saturday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Thursdays, 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m., and Sundays 12 noon 
to 4 p.m. 


“This drive coincides with Dress for 
Success as our April Round Up charity; so 
it’s the perfect time to spread the word of 
their mission and really help them out, 
Gourde said. 

Each month, Gourde chooses a lo- 
cal charity to receive the profits of the 
stores Round Up program through which 
customers are invited to round up their 
purchase total to the next dollar amount. 
Gourde will then match 50% of the total 
collected. The program has donated over 
$30,000 to local organizations since its in- 
ception in 2014. More information on the 
Round Up program and how to nominate 
a charity, may be found on Cooper's web- 
site www.coopersgifts.com/round-up/ 





STCC students present COVID-19 
research at statewide conference 


SPRINGFIELD — More than 60 Spring- 
field Technical Community College stu- 
dents on April 23 joined the Massachu- 
setts Undergraduate Research Conference 
(MassURC), which united more than 900 
undergraduate students from colleges and 
universities within the Commonwealth. 

Students from STCC’s STEM Starter 
Academy presented 31 research posters. 
The team that won at STCC’s Sustainathon 
Research competition earlier in the spring 
worked on a project titled “COVID-19 Im- 
pacts on the Environment.’ 

The annual conference, held virtually 
this year, provided a platform for students 
to engage in research under the guidance 
of their professor, to showcase their re- 
search findings and share innovative ideas 
to a wide audience. 

Three STCC students who were part of 
the UMass conference said they were ex- 
cited to present on their topic and learn 
from other college students. 

“Tt was a rigorous process, said Ree- 
na Randhir, director of the STEM Starter 
Academy at STCC. “It took them more 
than 10 weeks to prepare. They learned 
the process of scientific research, critical 
thinking, teamwork and oral presenta- 
tion? 

The students, Miranda Kamukala, San- 
dra Pradhan and Jonathan Pilat, were part 
of a team of five students who won the 
research poster competition during the 
STCC Virtual Sustainathon on April 14. 
The research project was created as part of 
their class project in Human Anatomy and 
Physiology. 

“We researched how air pollution was 
affected by the pandemic,’ said Pilat, of 
East Longmeadow. “There was less pol- 
lution because people werent getting out 
that much. There was less smoke because 
factories were closed’ 

They also examined the impact of 
COVID-19 on public health. They report- 
ed on hospitalization trends related to 


ARREST LOG 


The Agawam Police Department re- 
sponded to 889 calls for service from Apr. 
26 to May 2 and recorded the following 
arrests. No arrests in the public log have 
been omitted. All suspects are innocent 
until proven guilty. 


infections. Their research also explored 
vaccines approved for use in the United 
States. 

“T was very impressed with their team- 
work, Randhir said. “Most of them had 
jobs, but they prioritized their Wednesday 
Zoom meets. They were awesome collab- 
orators, which led to successful comple- 
tion of the research. The fun part was the 
practice for the oral presentation, which 
included a lot of laughter and learning, 

Kamukala, of Agawam, said working 
virtually on Zoom was challenging, but the 
team found a way to make it work. “The 
most important thing was we all put effort 
into it, said Kamukala. “We all scheduled 
a time that was good for everyone. 

She added, “This experience has been 
amazing. During this pandemic when stu- 
dents are isolated and most work is done 
as an individual, it was great to meet my 
classmates and discuss this project: 

Pradhan, of Springfield, said the team 
experience helped her develop her pub- 
lic speaking skills. “When I started, I was 
afraid to talk, but with practice I feel com- 
fortable speaking to a group. I have learned 
so much and gained confidence in myself. 

Some of the main findings were that 
air, water, and greenhouse gas pollution 
improved while waste from personal pro- 
tective equipment worsened. Data indi- 
cated that mitigation through masks and 
physical distancing reduced the spread of 
the disease. In addition, vaccine develop- 
ment and administration is a major inno- 
vative strategy against the pandemic. 

Uncertainties remain on variants, a 
new surge in cases, and a future uptick of 
the virus. The students found that reduc- 
ing the impact of COVID-19 on poor and 
vulnerable populations remains a critical 
need. 

The STCC students who presented 
at MassURC also represented other pro- 
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Monday, Apr. 26 
Brian Pellegrino, 45, of 63 William St., 
Agawam, was arrested at 10:37 p.m. for 
assault with a dangerous weapon and 
carrying a dangerous weapon. 


Wednesday, Apr. 28 
Daniel DeCaro, 40, of 228 Cady St. 
Ludlow, was arrested at 10:55 p.m. for 
trespassing. 





Big E hosting virtual farmers market 


WEST SPRINGFIELD - The Farmers 
Market at Eastern States Exposition will 
feature everything from charcuterie boards 
to jewelry in a virtual shopping experience 
specially designed for Mother's Day. 

This virtual iteration of The Big E's 
Farmers Market will present special and 
unique items including wine accessories, 
handmade Big E bracelets, cosmetic bags 
and purses and official Eastern States Ex- 
position/West Springfield Tartan prod- 
ucts. 

Now that state guidelines are easing, 
plan your party games for adults with the 
roulette wheel of shot glasses, shot glass 
chess, the alcohol squirt gun and the 
“Chambong, the ultimate shooter that al- 
lows the rapid and enhanced experience 
of sparkling wine or champagne consump- 
tion. 

For the wine lover, the Farmers Mar- 


ket offers hand-painted wine glasses and 
whimsical wine bottle and cork holders. 
Products for the crafter include looms and 
weaving kits, and the cheese lover will be 
pleased with a variety of cheese boards, 
fondue sets and ceramic brie bakers. If 
you love the outdoors and drive-in movies, 
check out the scarves and blankets. 

The well-rounded offering of one-of- 
a-kind gifts is sure to please that special 
Mom in your life. 

Shop today at https://farmersmarket. 
thebige.com/p/farmers-market to be sure 
youll have your gifts in-hand for Mom's 
special day. 

Items can be picked up curbside at the 
Farmers Market from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
Monday to Friday, or shipped to your mail- 
ing address if ordered before May 5. 

Look for more shopping opportunities 
at the Farmers Market coming soon. 


schools & Youth 





Local student make Goodwin Dean’s List 


EAST HARTFORD, Conn. - Good- 
win University announces 1,128 students 
achieved Dean's list status for the Fall 2020 
session. Dean's List inclusion requires a 
student to earn a minimum 3.5 GPA, the 
equivalent of an A- average, during a given 
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with 33 men. They had mapped out new 
lands and brought back journals about the 
Indian tribes they encountered; scientific 


academic session. The student must also 
be enrolled in a minimum of six academic 
credits to qualify. 

Emily Borden of Agawam, and Bobbi Jo 
Belanger and Amanda Oski of Feeding Hills 
all made the Dean’s List. 


notes of the flora and fauna they encoun- 
tered, and a claim to the Oregon Territory. 

For more information, the Grateful 
American Book Prize recommends “Sa- 
cajawea, by Joseph Bruchac. 
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Agawam Public Library gets facelift 





The Agawam Public Library is getting roof improvements, as well as having other areas fixed. The work began during Patriots Day weekend, and continues while the library is being lightly used during the COVID-19 
pandemic. If you visit the library, there is limited access to some areas while the work is going on. PHOTOS BY SHELBY MACRI 
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Billy Walsh sets up a play during practice 


last Friday. 
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Spring sports return 





MIAA approves modified 
rules for wrestling 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


REGION - Though it came 
down to the last minute, the 
Massachusetts Interscholastic 
Athletic Association has ap- 
proved modifications for high 
school wrestling that will allow 
for competition to take place 
during the spring season. 

Last Friday, the MIAA Board 
of Directors held a special meet- 
ing to approve modifications 
to the sport after the Office of 
Energy and Environmental Af- 
fairs officially cleared wrestling 
for Level 3 competition. Level 3 
competition allows dual meets 
to take place. 

Wrestling is normally a win- 
ter sport, so participation will 
ultimately be up to the individu- 
al schools. Some may or may not 
be participating due to num- 
bers, especially with multiple 
sports going in the spring such 
as baseball, lacrosse, and track. 

Like all other high school 
sports, the MIAA is requiring 
wrestlers to wear face masks to 
participate. Wrestling is one of 
the most close contact sports 
that is offered for high school- 
ers, and officials deferred allow- 
ing the sport to take place in the 
last possible high school season 
in order to allow the vaccination 
effort to gain traction. 

Among the highlighted rules 


for high school wrestling, masks 
are not only required for the 
participants, but all those in- 
volved, including coaches, facili- 
ty personnel, and officials. Spec- 
tators will also likely be allowed 
in a limited capacity with indoor 
gathering numbers of the in- 
crease beginning on May 10. 

While many wrestlers are 
used to participating in large 
tournaments on the weekend, 
that will not be the case. There 
also will not be any dual meet 
tournaments. Only team versus 
team duals meets are allowed 
during the spring season, and 
at the most, three teams are al- 
lowed to participate in a given 
event. 

Weigh-ins are a big part of 
the sport. The MIAA is encour- 
aging each school to hold morn- 
ing weigh-ins with no additional 
weigh-ins prior to the meet. A 
rule allowing the plus-three at 
night will not be allowed for the 
modified season. 

Another big part of the wres- 
tling season will be the possibili- 
ty of competition taking place in 
the open air. Schools participat- 
ing in the wrestling season are 
being encouraged to hold meets 
outdoors. 

There are only a few major 
match modifications that have 
been put in place. There will be 


MIAA I page 8 





aie 


"= a ar ee LOT Bt 


+ PTT er 
18/818) Wim linha 
ain, Soy esata 
Pe nT I pnd td 
TTT ial 
Ht epee! 11) Ta PI 


TTT 


ae eee 


eimim. 


LMT IL TTT 


Fatal t | Ss 
TU TL 


practice. 


Tri-County Baseball legend 
Karl Oliveira passes away 





By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


PALMER - With just a month 
to go before the season is set to 
begin, the Tri-County Baseball 
League, and the region at-large 
are mourning the loss of a league 
legend, as well as a Western Mas- 
sachusetts Baseball Hall of Famer. 

Karl Oliveira, who played in 
the Tri-County League for almost 
40 years, passed away at the age of 
57. When news of his passing be- 
gan circulating last Monday, April 
26, it was a shockwave through- 
out the entire Western Massachu- 
setts baseball community, includ- 
ing his own team, and even his 
competition. 

Oliveiras legacy in the 
Tri-County League began when 
he was just 17-years-old. He made 
the Fenton of Amherst roster. 
He moved around the league for 
10 years before coming to agree- 
ment for the St. Joseph's Club to 
sponsor a Tri-County team, and 
St. Joseph was once again a part 
of the league after leaving it for 
nearly 20 years. Oliveira served 
as a player-manager for the team 
and became an active participant 
in the leagues leadership, serving 
as the league's secretary for many 
years. 

St. Joseph's has been a main- 
stay in the league since that time. 





Melena St. Jacques works on her tennis hit during 
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After no action at all last year, Agawam spring sports began last week. 
Teams were in full practice mode with a quick turnaround to games 
beginning this week. The spring season will be played until the end of 
June. Above, Mia Wood takes batting practice with the softball team. 


PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM 


Oliveira enjoyed the competition 
of the league as well as participat- 
ing in other baseball in the region, 
including the Full Count League, 
which was eventually absorbed by 
Tri-County. 

Following news of his passing, 
social media was flooded with 
comments from his teammates to 
his competition, one of them even 
calling Oliveira the “Godfather of 
Western Mass. Baseball’ 

Oliveiras legendary status 
was confirmed just two years 
ago when he was inducted into 
the Western Mass. Baseball Hall 





of Fame. 

While Oliveira at times had 
taken on a more reserve role, he 
still continued to actively play in 
games at the age of 55. He would 
often play first base or serve as a 
designated hitter for St. Joe's, con- 
tinuing to play under the lights 
at the old field in Thorndike. He 
was set to participate in the 2021 
season prior to his passing. Like 
many, the pandemic cancelled his 
2020 season and he was itching to 
get back on the field. 
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Karl Oliveira, a Western Mass. Baseball Hall of Famer and longtime player-manager 
for St. Joe’s of the Tri-County League, passed away last week at the age of 57. 
PHOTO BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM 





By Tim Peterson 
Sports Correspondent 


LUDLOW — After the 2020 soccer sea- 
son was canceled due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, the members of the Western 
Mass. Pioneers and the New England Muti- 
ny are eager to start playing matches again 
at historic Lusitano Stadium. 

“Everyone has been impacted by the 
pandemic during the past year, said Joe 
Ferrara Jr., the Pioneers first-year General 
Manager and the Mutiny Managing Direc- 
tor. “The players and coaches from both 
teams are itching to get back out on the 
pitch and play some soccer. It should be 
another exciting season.’ 

The last time the Pioneers played a 
match at Lusitano Stadium was a 1-0 shut- 
out victory versus Manhattan SC on July 6, 
2019. They then wrapped up the 2019 regu- 
lar season with a 2-1 win at Manhattan SC 
the following weekend. 

The Pioneers, who finished in first place 
in the Northeast Division standings with an 
11-0-3 mark in 2019, began the USL League 
Two playoffs by dispatching the North Car- 
olina Fusion U23 squad, 3-1, in the Eastern 
Conference semifinals at Gurski Stadium 
in Reading, Pennsylvania. Their outstand- 
ing season came to an end twenty-four 
hours later following a 1-0 loss to Reading 
United AC in the Conference finals. 

The Pioneers are scheduled to return to 
action for the first time in almost two years 
by hosting Fall River FC in a friendly at Lu- 
sitano Stadium at 7:30 p.m. on Friday night. 
No Spectators will be allowed to attend the 
preseason match. 

There is a very good chance many of the 
Pioneers faithful supporters will be able to 
attend the first home match of the regular 
season against the Seacoast United Phan- 
toms on May 21. A new state guideline 
which goes into effect on May 10, will in- 
crease the capacity from 12% to 25% at all 
indoor and outdoor stadiums in Massachu- 
setts. 

“Were currently working with the Lud- 
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low Board of Health on the situation, but 
were really hoping to welcome our fans 
back to the stadium at some point this 
season, Ferrara said. “We want everyone 
to feel safe at our matches. I feel like our 
safety protocols are second to none. Sports 
have always been an important part of our 
community. 

All of the Pioneers home matches this 
season are scheduled to start at 7:30 p.m. 
Their other six home matches will be 
against FC Malaga City (June 4), AC Con- 
necticut (June 11), Black Rock FC (June18), 
Boston Bolts (June 26), AC Connecticut 
(July 2), and Black Rock FC (July 9). 

For more information about how to 
purchase tickets online please visit wmpi- 
oneers.com. 

Federico Molinari, whos a former Pio- 
neers player, returns as the head coach. 

“Federico and his players did a tremen- 
dous job winning the conference title in 
2019, Ferrara said. “Federico and I have 
been working very well together during the 
offseason. He has a passion for the game 
of soccer. He also has a lot of international 
contacts.’ 

The Pioneers assistant coaches are Den- 
nis Gomes, Jay Willis, and John Voight. 

A couple of returning Pioneers players 
are Guillermo Deal, Blake Mullen, Connor 
Hicks, and Maxi Viera, whos the girls’ varsi- 
ty soccer coach at Ludlow High School. 

Viera and Deal were two of the nine 
players from Uruguay listed on the Pio- 
neers 2019 roster. There were also players 
from France, Spain, and Argentina, which 
is Molinaris home country. 

“We do have a lot of international play- 
ers on this year's roster, Ferrara said. “A 
couple of the foreign players are members 
of a college soccer team in the United 
States. Some of them are looking for pro- 
fessional opportunities.’ 

Mullen, whos from Manchester, Con- 
necticut, was the Pioneers starting goal- 
keeper in 2019. He only allowed seven goals 
during the regular season and was selected 
to the All-League team. He also received 
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the USL League Two Golden Glove Award. 

Back in 2016, Hicks, who graduated 
from Monson High School, scored the 
game winning goal in overtime against 
Cohasset in the Division 4 state champion- 
ship match. Hicks is also a member of the 
AIC men’s soccer team. 

The Mutiny played their home matches 
at several different high school in Western 
Massachusetts, before moving to Lusitano 
Stadium in 2019. 

“The Mutiny had a great first season at 
Lusitano Stadium two years ago, Ferrara 
said. “We also had great weather for all of 
our home games, which helped bring even 
more fans to our games.’ 

The Mutiny, who celebrated their 20th 
season in 2019, finished the regular season 
with an 8-0-2 record. 

Just like the Pioneers, the Mutiny fin- 
ished in first place in the league standings 
and advanced into the Eastern Conference 
finals of the United Women's Soccer league. 

After defeating the Long Island Rough 
Riders, 3-0, at home in the semifinals, the 
Mutiny’ outstanding season come to an 
end following a 2-1 loss to the Lancaster In- 
ferno at the stadium two days later. 

Jeb Booth returns as the Mutiny head 
coach following a very successful first sea- 
son at the helm. 

“Jeb is an outstanding soccer coach, and 
he loves coaching this team,’ Ferrara said. 
“All of the players respect him.’ 

Matt Johnson, who coached the AIC 
womens soccer team for nine seasons and 
is the first-year head women’s soccer coach 
at Franklin Pierce, will be an assistant 
coach for the Mutiny this season. 

While the Pioneers roster is made up of 
mostly international players, most of the 
Mutiny players are from Western Massa- 
chusetts. 

“The talent pool has been rich in this 
area during the past couple of seasons.,’ 
Ferrara said. “We have players from ten dif- 
ferent communities in Western Mass.’ 

A few of the local Mutiny players are 
Jocelyn Trajkovski (Ludlow), Trystin Burg- 


Pioneers ready to get back on the pitch 


er (Granby), Kayla Henry (Belchertown), 
Hope Santaniello (Agawam), Laura Gouvin 
(Monson), Alexis Legowski (South Had- 
ley), Lily Fabian (Monson), Brooke Murphy 
(Monson), Nissa Pereira (Ludlow) and Ela 
Kopec (Ludlow). 

The Mutiny home opener is scheduled 
to be against the Scorpions SC, who are a 
first-year team from the Boston area, on 
May 15. 

Their other home matches, which will 
all begin at 7 p.m., are against CT Rush 
(May 22), NJ Copa FC (June 5), Syracuse DA 
(June 19), and the L.I. Rough Riders (July 
10). 

If fans are allowed to attend soccer 
matches at Lusitano Stadium this season, 
itll be a good sign that things are finally 
getting back to normal again. The home 
fans also help energize both the Pioneers 
and Mutiny players. 





Guillermo Deal tries to settle a ball during one of the 
last games played in 2019. 
PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM 


Rameau takes win in Monadnock Speedway season opener 


WINCHESTER, N.H. — Sam Rameau 
dominated early, restarted deep in the 
field after a pit stop, drove to the front, 
made a pass for the lead, and rolled to 
Victory Lane. The Westminster, Massa- 
chusetts, native, and driver for Rameau 
Family Motorsports, was victorious in 
the season-opener for the Tri Track Open 
Modified Series presented by All Phases 
Renovations at Monadnock Speedway on 
Saturday, May 1. 

In the Wonder Casino 100, Rameau 
made a late pass on Ron Silk to score the 
$6,000 winning check — besting more 
than 30 cars that showed up to the Win- 
chester, New Hampshire oval. Silk crossed 
the line second, with defending series 
champion Matt Hirschman third. 

Rameau pitted from the lead, along 
with the rest of the field, during a cau- 
tion period just after halfway. He restart- 
ed outside the top-15 and his chances of 
winning at that point appeared slim. But 
the rising Modified talent worked his way 
to the front. 

“IT was just going at my own pace ear- 
ly, and we came in and Im not going to 
lie, I was really nervous over the radio, 
Rameau said. “With 40 laps to go, I said 
there was no way we were winning the 
race. The car just rolled the outside great. 
We all come here for the same reason. 
It’s really cool. I just really can't thank my 
guys enough. They do a great job.’ 

Two-time NASCAR Whelen Modified 
Tour champion Justin Bonsignore and Les 
Hinckley finished the top-five. Ben Byrne 
was sixth, followed by Woody Pitkat, An- 
thony Nocella, NASCAR Cup Series driver 
Ryan Preece and Joey Cipriano III. 

Devin O'Connell advanced the most 
positions during the race, scoring the 


Green Construction, LLC Hard Charger 
award, worth $500. Earlier in the day, Jus- 
tin Bonsignore, Woody Pitkat, Earl Paules 
and Ben Byrne won heat races, scoring 
$300 each courtesy of Pepsi and the Pepsi 
Challenge. Anthony Sesely and Brian Ro- 
bie also scored $300 each from Pepsi with 
consi race wins. 

The Tri Track Open Modified Series 
returns to the track at Star Speedway in 
New Hampshire on Saturday, May 22. For 
more information on the Tri Track Open 
Modified Series, visit tritrackmodifieds. 


com and follow the series on social media. 

THE FINISH: 

1. Sam Rameau 

pe Ron Silk 

3. Matt Hirschman 

4. Chase Dowling 

5. Les Hinckley 

6. Ben Byrne 

iy Woody Pitkat 

8. Anthony Nocella 

9: Ryan Preece 

10. Joey Cipriano III 

11. Anthony Sesely 

12. Max Zachem 

13. Devin O’Connell 

14. Joel Monahan 

15. Chase Dowling 

16. Chris Pasteryak 

17. Kurt Vigeant 

18. Brian Robie 

19. Doug DiPisa 

20. Richard Savary 

21. Matt Swanson 

22. Matt Kimball 

23. Kirk Alexander 

24. Austin Kochenash 

25. Ronnie Williams 

26. Glen Reen 
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Sam Rameau won the Tri Track Open Modified series opener last Saturday afternoon at Monadnock 
Speedway. 


SUBMITTED PHOTO 





OLIVEIRA & from page 7 


“This is sad news, said Bill Bathel, who 
previously was a coach for DiFranco Realty. 
“Karl was a leader of the league, of a team, 
of men, women, and children. And above 
all, a true and sincere friend’ 

Tommy Bouvier, a member of his top 
competition over the past decade Peo- 
plesBank, said Karl was a great part of the 
league and someone he enjoyed playing 
against. 

“It's a huge loss for the league and for 


the Town of Palmer,’ said Bouvier. “He was 
one of the most committed people I have 
ever met.’ 

Oliveiras life was celebrated earlier this 
week. 

“You are an inspiration to all baseball 
lovers, said Brian Hayes. “You live by sim- 
ple rules, balls and strikes, fair or foul. I 
loved being your teammate and loved com- 
peting against you. For the past 20 years 
I've watched you share your greatness with 
us. Thank you, and thank you to your family 
for sharing. 
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frequent sanitization of mats and for par- 
ticipants. Referees will need to stop match- 
es in instances where protective ear guards 
come off. There will be no handshakes be- 


fore, and after matches. The referee will 
also only point to winners instead of rais- 
ing their hands. 

Competitions for all spring sports, in- 
cluding wrestling, were set to start this 
week. 


Public Notices 





LEGAL NOTICE 
Notice is hereby given 
that the Agawam Zoning 
Board of Appeals will hold 
a public hearing at’ the 
Agawam Senior Center 
Cafeteria, 954 Main St., 
Agawam, MA on Monday, 
May 24, 2021 at 6:30PM for 
all parties interested in the 
request of Antony Ashlaban 
who is seeking a Variance 
from the Town of Agawam’s 
Zoning Ordinances, Chapter 
180-41 to allow for the con- 
struction of a residential 
dwelling with less than the 
required lot size at the prem- 
ises identified as 0 Franklin 

St., Parcel ID: G10 7 11. 
Doreen A. Prouty 
Chairperson 
Agawam Zoning Board of 
Appeals 

04/29, 05/06/2021 


LEGAL AD 
AGAWAM 
CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION 
LEGAL AD 

The Agawam Conser- 
vation Commission will 
meet remotely, due to the 
COVID -19 restrictions, 
through Zoom, at 6:15 PM 
on Thursday, May 13, 
2021. The purpose of this 
meeting will be to hear the 
application of Sexton on a 
Request for Determination of 
Applicability for work at 33 
Oriole Drive. 

By Order of 

Henry A. Kozloski, 
Chairman 
AGAWAM 
CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION 

To join the webinar: 

https://usO2web.zoom. 
us/j/84126719945 ?pwd=QI- 
NhdnJZSkM3dlFqajRZLz- 
ArR3pEZz09 

Passcode: 440278 

Or by phone: +1 646 558 
8656 

Webinar ID: 841 2671 
9945 
05/06/2021 


LEGAL AD 
AGAWAM 
CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION 
LEGAL AD 

The Agawam Conser- 
vation Commission will 
meet remotely, due to the 
COVID -19 restrictions, 
through Zoom, at 6:00 PM 
on Thursday, May 13, 2021. 
The purpose of this meeting 
will be to hear the appli- 
cation of Goodfellow on a 
Request for Determination of 
Applicability for work at 152 
Coyote Circle. 

By Order of 

Henry A. Kozloski, 
Chairman 
AGAWAM 
CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION 

To join the webinar: 

https://usO2web.zoom. 
us/j/84126719945?pwd=QI- 
NhdnJZSkM3d1lFqajRZLz- 
ArR3pEZz09 

Passcode: 440278 

Webinar ID: 841 2671 
9945 

Or join by phone: (646) 
558 8656 
05/06/2021 


LEGAL AD 
AGAWAM 
CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION 
LEGAL AD 

The Agawam Conser- 
vation Commission will 
meet remotely, due to the 
COVID -19 restrictions, 
through Zoom, at 6:30 PM 
on Thursday, May 13, 2021. 
The purpose of this meeting 
will be to hear the applica- 
tion of Agawam DPW on a 


Request for Determination 
of Applicability for work at 
1000 Suffield Street. 
By Order of 
Henry A. Kozloski, 
Chairman 
AGAWAM 
CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION 
To join the webinar: 
https://usO2web.zoom. 
us/j/84126719945 ?pwd=QI- 
NhdnJZSkM3d1FqajRZLz- 
ArR3pEZz09 
Passcode: 440278 
Or by phone: +1 646 558 
8656 
Webinar ID: 841 2671 
9945 
05/06/2021 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD21P0373EA 
Estate of: 

Hilda Otano-Benitez 
Also known as: 
Hilda Benitez 
Date of Death: 05/25/2020 
CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 
FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION 

To all interested persons: 

A Petition for S/A - 
Formal Probate of Will 
with Appointment of 
Personal Representative has 
been filed by Rosalina De 
la Carrera of Belchertown, 
MA requesting that the Court 
enter a formal Decree and 
Order of testacy and for such 
other relief as requested in 
the Petition. 

And also requesting that: 
Rosalina De la Carrera 
of Belchertown, MA be 
appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said 
estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsu- 
pervised administration. 

You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at 
the Court. You have a right 
to object to this proceed- 
ing. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of 
06/16/2021. 

This 1s NOT a hear- 
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a writ- 
ten appearance and objection 
if you object to this pro- 
ceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance 
and objection followed by 
an Affidavit of Objections 
within thirty (30) days of 
the return day, action may be 
taken without further notice 
to you. 

The estate is being 
administered under formal 
procedure by the Personal 
Representative under the 
Massachusetts Uniform Pro- 
bate Code without supervi- 
sion by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required 
to be filed with the Court, 
but recipients are entitled to 
notice regarding the admin- 
istration from the Personal 
Representative and can peti- 
tion the Court in any matter 
relating to the estate, includ- 
ing distribution of assets and 
expenses of administration. 

WITNESS, Hon. 
Barbara M Hyland, First 
Justice of this Court. 

Date: April 30, 2021 
Rosemary A Saccomani 
Register of Probate 
05/06/2021 
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Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 

Springfield, MA 01103 

Docket No. HD21P0642GD 
In the matter of: 
Robin Hook 
Of: Agawam, MA 
RESPONDENT 
Alleged Incapacitated 
Person 
CITATION GIVING 
NOTICE OF PETITION 
FOR APPOINTMENT OF 
GUARDIAN FOR 
INCAPACITATED 
PERSON PURSUANT TO 

G.L. c. 190B, §5-304 

To the named Respond- 
ent and all other interested 
persons, a petition has been 
filed by Heritage Hall South 
of Agawam, MA in the above 
captioned matter alleging 
that Robin Hook is in need 
of a Guardian and requesting 
that (or some other suitable 
person) be appointed as 
Guardian to serve Without 
Surety on the bond. 

The petition asks the 
court to determine that the 
Respondent is incapacitat- 
ed, that the appointment of 
a Guardian is necessary, and 
that the proposed Guardian 
is appropriate. The petition 
is on file with this court and 
may contain a request for 
certain specific authority. 

You have the right to 
object to this proceeding. 
If you wish to do so, you 
or your attorney must file a 
written appearance at this 
court on or before 10:00 
A.M. on the return date of 
05/13/2021. This day is NOT 
a hearing date, but a deadline 
date by which you have to 
file the written appearance 
if you object to the petition. 
If you fail to file the writ- 
ten appearance by the return 
date, action may be taken in 
this matter without further 
notice to you. In addition to 
filing the written appearance, 
you or your attorney must 
file a written affidavit stating 
the specific facts and grounds 
of your objection within 30 
days after the return date. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

The outcome of this 
proceeding may limit or 
completely take away the 
above-named person’s right 
to make decisions about 
personal affairs or financial 
affairs or both. The above- 
named person has the right 
to ask for a lawyer. Anyone 
may make this request on 
behalf of the above-named 
person. If the above-named 
person cannot afford a law- 
yer, one may be appointed 
at State expense. 

WITNESS, Hon. 
Barbara M Hyland, First 
Justice of this Court. 

Date: April 08,2021 
Rosemary A Saccomani 
Register of Probate 
05/06/2021 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD21P0770EA 
Kstate of: John F Lemke 
Date of Death: 10/14/2019 
CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 
FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION 
To all interested persons: 
A Petition for 
Formal Adjudication of 
Intestacy has been filed 
by Corey Corey Colonial 
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Condominium Association 
of Agawam, MA requesting 
that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested 
in the Petition. 
IMPORTANT NOTICE 

You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at 
the Court. You have a right 
to object to this proceed- 
ing. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of 
05/26/2021. 

This is NOT a hear- 
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a written 
appearance and objection if 
you object to this proceed- 
ing. If you fail to file a time- 
ly written appearance and 
objection followed by an 
affidavit of objections within 
thirty (30) days of the return 
day, action may be taken 
without further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 
UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC) 

A Personal Represent- 
ative appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required 
to file an inventory or annu- 
al accounts with the Court. 
Persons interested in the 
estate are entitled to notice 
regarding the administration 
directly from the Personal 
Representative and may peti- 
tion the Court in any matter 
relating to the estate, includ- 
ing the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administra- 
tion. 

WITNESS, Hon. 
Barbara M Hyland, First 
Justice of this Court. 

Date: April 28, 2021 
Rosemary A Saccomani 
Register of Probate 
05/6/2021 


LEGAL NOTICE 
TOWN OF AGAWAM 
PLANNING BOARD 
The Agawam Planning 

Board will hold a pub- 
lic hearing on Thursday, 
May 20, 2021 at 6:15 
PM to hear the petition of 
Agawam Mayor William 
P. Sapelli on a proposed 
Zoning Amendment entitled 
“Marijuana Facility Buffer 
Zone”. Due to the COVID 
-19 restrictions, the meeting 
will be held remotely through 
Zoom. Copies of the propos- 
al can be obtained from the 
Agawam Planning Office at 
pkerr@agawam.ma.us. 

To Join the Meeting: 
https://usO2web.zoom. 
us/j/81446541259?p 
wd=ZGO0O4dFVOSEVI 
ULQ4TDIQOSU80V0aTQ 
47.209 

Webinar ID: 814 4654 
1259 

Passcode: 116312. 

Or join by phone: (646) 
558 8656 

BY ORDER OF: 

Mark R. Paleologopoulos, 

Chairman 
Agawam Planning Board 
05/06, 5/13/2021 


LEGAL NOTICE 
TOWN OF AGAWAM 
PLANNING BOARD 
The Agawam Planning 

Board will hold a pub- 
lic hearing on Thursday, 
May 20, 2021 at 6:00 
PM to hear the petition of 
Agawam Mayor William 
P. Sapelli on a proposed 
Zoning Amendment enti- 
tled “Marijuana Cultivator 
Exception”. Due to the 
COVID -19 restrictions, the 
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meeting will be held remote- 
ly through Zoom. Copies of 
the proposal can be obtained 
from the Agawam Planning 
Office at pkerr@agawam. 
ma.us. 

To Join the Meeting: 
https://usO2web.zoom. 
us/j/81446541259?p 
wd=ZGO04dFVOSEV 
IULQ4TDIQSU80aTQ 
47209 

Webinar ID: 814 4654 
1259 

Passcode: 116312. 

Or join by phone: (646) 
558 8656 

BY ORDER OF: 

Mark R. Paleologopoulos, 

Chairman 
Agawam Planning Board 
05/06, 5/13/2021 


Legal Ad 
AGAWAM 
CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION 

The Agawam Conser- 
vation Commission will hold 
a remote public hearing, 
due to the COVID19 restric- 
tions, on Thursday, May 13, 
2021 at 6:45 PM online via 
Zoom. The purpose of this 
hearing will be to hear the 
Notice of Intent Application 
of Noble Energy Real Estate 
Holdings, LLC for work 
to be performed at 0 South 
Westfield Street, subject to 
the Massachusetts Wetlands 
Protection Act. Interested 
parties can contact the 
Conservation Commission 
at pkerr@agawam.ma.us for 
more information, to provide 
written comments prior to the 
meeting or attend via the fol- 
lowing: 

Join Zoom Webinar: 

https://usO2web.zoom. 
us/j/84126719945 ?pwd=QI- 
NhdnJZSkM3d1FqajRZLz- 
ArR3pEZz09 

Or by phone: +1 646 558 
8656 

Passcode: 440278 

Webinar ID: 841 2671 
9945 

By Order of 

Henry A. Kozloski, 
Chairman 
AGAWAM 
CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION 

05/06/2021 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 
Hampden Division 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-8600 
Docket No. HD21P0623EA 
Estate of: 

Carole Ann Wilson 
Also Known As: 
Carole A. Wilson 

Date of Death: 
11/14/2020 
INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE 

To all persons interested in 
the above captioned estate, by 
Petition of Petitioner Rachael 
E Wilson of Eliot, ME, a Will 
has been admitted to informal 
probate. 

Rachael E Wilson of 
Eliot, ME has been informal- 
ly appointed as the Personal 
Representative of the estate 
to serve without surety on the 
bond. 

The estate is being 
administered under informal 
procedure by the Personal 
Representative under the 
Massachusetts Uniform Pro- 
bate Code without supervi- 
sion by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required 
to be filed with the Court, but 
interested parties are entitled 
to notice regarding the admin- 
istration from the Personal 
Representative and can peti- 
tion the Court in any matter 


relating to the estate, includ- 
ing distribution of assets and 
expenses of administration. 
Interested parties are enti- 
tled to petition the Court to 
institute formal proceedings 
and to obtain orders terminat- 
ing or restricting the powers 
of Personal Representatives 
appointed under informal pro- 
cedure. A copy of the Petition 
and Will, if any, can be 
obtained from the Petitioner. 
05/06/2021 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
Docket No. HD21P0674PM 
In the matter of: 
Barry Zagrodnik 
Of: Agawam, MA 
RESPONDENT 
(Person to be Protected/ 
Minor) 
CITATION GIVING 
NOTICE OF PETITION 
FOR APPOINTMENT 
OF CONSERVATOR OR 
OTHER PROTECTIVE 
ORDER PURSUANT TO 
G.L. c. 190B, 
§5-304 & 5-405 

To the named Respondent 
and all other interested per- 
sons, a petition has been filed 
by Agawam HealthCare of 
Agawam, MA in the above 
captioned matter alleging 
that Barry Zagrodnik is 
in need of a Conservator or 
other protective order and 
requesting that Kimberly 
Benjamin-Prokop of West 
Warren, MA (or some other 
suitable person) be appointed 
as Conservator to serve With 
Surety on the bond. 

The petition asks the 
court to determine that the 
Respondent is disabled, that 
a protective order or appoint- 
ment of a Conservator is nec- 
essary, and that the proposed 
conservator 1s appropriate. 
The petition is on file with 
this court. 

You have the right to 
object to this proceeding. 
If you wish to do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ- 
ten appearance at this court 
on or before 10:00 a.m. on 
the return date of 05/19/2021. 
This day is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline date by 
which you have to file the 
written appearance if you 
object to the petition. If you 
fail to file the written appear- 
ance by the return date, action 
may be taken in this matter 
without further notice to you. 
In addition to filing the writ- 
ten appearance, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
affidavit stating the specif- 
ic facts and grounds of your 
objection within 30 days after 
the return date. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

The outcome of this 
proceeding may limit or 
completely take away the 
above-named person’s right 
to make decisions about 
personal affairs or financial 
affairs or both. The above- 
named person has the right 
to ask for a lawyer. Anyone 
may make this request on 
behalf of the above-named 
person. If the above-named 
person cannot afford a law- 
yer, one may be appointed 
at State expense. 

Witness, Hon. Barbara M 
Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court. 

Date: April 14, 2021 
Rosemary A Saccomani 
Register of Probate 
05/06/2021 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


BIRDHOUSES FOR SALE!!! May 
8th & 9th 10-4 471 Grattan St., Chi- 
copee. Vinyl sided, Various designs 
and prices. 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $170.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 

umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS - FREE INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you’re Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANYWHERE. 
No tanks to refill. No deliveries. Only 
2.8 pounds! FAA approved! FREE info 
kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @ turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 


OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Vintage 
hunting, camping, cast iron cookware. 
Covid guidelines followed. Call Ken 
(413)433-2195. 


WANTED TO BUY 


COMIC BOOKS WANTED! 
Comics, Comic Artwork, 
Vintage Toys, Pulps, Mags! 
50+ years of experience! 
Gary Dolgoff 413-529-0326 
gary @gdcomics.com 








WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


A HOME IMPROVEMENT SPE- 


CIALIST Decks, additions, garages, 
sheds, porches, repair work. BBB 
Approved Tim 413-563-2229 Lic 
#053483 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 


Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 


ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


JKL LIQUID ASPHALT Custom 
driveways. Oil & stone specialists. Call 
today for a free quote. 413-289-6251 
Like us on Facebook 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 

















WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
Surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


DEPENDABLE’ ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


B&D GENERAL SERVICES 
Carpentry, windows, doors, roofs, 
gutters, floors, quality painting. In- 
sured. References. Free Estimates. 
MA HIC#175887. In business 30+ yrs. 
413-455-5458 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 


Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 


for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246- 
2783 Ron. 


HOT WATER PRESSURE WASH- 


ING We use brushes and state of the 
art equipment. We remove grime and 
mold from homes, patios, fences, walk- 
ways. Senior Discounts. For free esti- 
mates call Bill (413)519-9800. 


WATER DAMAGE 
CALL JAY (413)436-5782 
FOR REPAIRS 


COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call: 413-283-8393 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 


Base Price 


Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 


Base Price 
$31.50 


Base Price 
$32.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$33.50 $34.00 





DEADLINES: 


Quabbin 
Village Hills 


Circulation: 


Pace 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 


BELCHERTOWN 
GRANBY 
ae BROOKFIELD 











Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 










HUBBARDSTON 


WEST NORTH 














gar 





EAST 
BROOKFIELD 


BRIMFIELD 
STURBRIDGE 


WALES ( HOLLAND 


Residential 
Circulation: 


Suburban 
59,000 


WEST 
SPRINGFIELD 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957 


**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv- 
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro- 
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537- 
5789 (413)538-7954. 


CHAMPAGNE LANDSCAPING 
Weekly, bi-weekly mowing, Spring, 
Fall Clean-ups, trimming, mulch, stone 
beds, excavating. Total yard mainte- 
nance. Call Dan (413)682-4943 


DAVE MAZ LANDSCAPING Lawn 
mowing, Spring thru Fall clean-ups, 
mulching, pruning. Holyoke, South 
Hadley, Chicopee, and surrounding 
towns. Call 413-536-3697. 


J.S. RAGONA LANDSCAPING 
Services: mowing- mulching- planting 
small shrub & tree trimming/ removal 
brush hauling- Spring/ Fall clean-ups. 
(413)786-6184 


S&S LANDSCAPING LLC 
Residential and Commercial 
Yard clean-ups, lawn mowing, lawn 
repair and seeding, mulch, stone, 
hedge trimming, planting 
Free estimates, Fully insured 
You'll like us mower 
(413) 374-4091 


T & S LANDSCAPING Highest 
quality, lowest price. Serving the Pio- 
neer Valley. Weekly, bi-weekly mow- 
ing, Spring, Fall and Gutter clean-ups. 
(413)330-3917 


LAWN & GARDEN 


A.A. ROTOTILLING Time to till gar- 
dens, flower beds wherever. Be safe 
grow your own. Operator fully vaccinat- 
ed. Call Bob 413-626-1927. 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 





, | —| Add $10 for a second Zone LINC’S PLUMBING 
bas Price Base Price 535.50 "336001 Or add $15 to run in ce 
ALL THREE ZONES. “New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
ies For Your Connection 
Name; Phone First ZONE base price sitrtone wos (413)668-5299 
Address: __ a a a ee 2 ee ee ee eee aes Add a second ZONE __ 10.00 __ Run my ad in the 
Town: ee State. Zip. ; $5 00 following ZONE(s): 
p Add a third ZONE > ROOFING 
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $ Subtotal = 
. ann EXPERIENCED ROOFER does 
Credit Card: LJ MasterCard OVISA 4 Discover Ld Cash Ld Check# x Number of Weeks ae sae sha ath phe i 
ee TOTAL Enclosed ee ee 
Amount of charge: Date: 


OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 
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RUBBISH 
REMOVAL 


BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL attics, cellars, garag- 
es cleaned. Light moving. BOBCAT 
WORK. Family owned/ operated since 
1950 (413)537-5090 


TRASH, JUNK, CLUTTER We clean 
out all. Prompt courteous service. Ful- 
ly insured. Free estimates. Dumpster 
service available. DiRico Properties 
(413) 530-1299 


TREE WORK 


DL & G TREE SERVICE: Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


TUNE-UPS 


LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR 


A&M TUNE-UPS 


Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 
Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home. 


FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT 


Call Mike (413) 348-7967 











STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 


CASH FOR 
JUNK 


AND REPAIRABLE 


CAR 


FREE TOWING 
FAST SERVICE 
CASH PAID AS IS 


oy .V 5 ie] waa) 
Dy ee eh 





CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


MOTORCYCLES 


2015 Honda Rebel 250 Showroom. 
2600 Miles. $3000 Firm (413)374- 
8810 





RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUND 
OPTIONS.ORG 


CLASSIFIED DEADLINES 
QUABBIN & SUBURBAN 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. Beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, Sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley. 
(413)532-9753 
www.orionfarm.net 





MAINTENANCE POSITION 
Applicant will be responsible for 
general maintenance of Memori- 
al Park and the baseball/soccer 
fields at Thornton Burgess. Appli- 
cant must be a least 18 years old 
and will report to the members of 
the Parks and Recreation Com- 
mission. Hours are flexible and 
will vary by time of year. Expe- 
rience in pool maintenance and 
landscaping as well as the use 
of landscaping equipment is a 
plus but not required. For more 
information please contact Parks 
at (413)566-2151 x108 or 
parks@hampdenma.gov. 


THE TOWN OF LUDLOW is ac- 
cepting applications for temporary, 
seasonal, maintenance positions 
in the Dept. of Public Works. Hours 
may vary week to week. The rate of 
pay is $13.50 per hour. Applications 
are available on line at our website 
or at our walk-up window at 198 
Sportsman’s Road, Ludlow from 
9:00a.m. to 4:00p.m.. Applications 
will be accepted until May 12, 2021 


TOWN OF WILBRAHAM PART 
TIME RECREATION ADMINIS- 
TRATIVE CLERK 

Looking for a reliable Part-Time 
Recreation Administrative Clerk. 
For application and more informa- 
tion please visit www.wilbra- 


RATHBONE PRECISION MET- 
ALS, INC. Manufacturer of metal 
shapes has a full-time opportunity 
for a Manufacturing Tool Designer. 
Responsibilities include design and 
draft of cold forming tools using CAD 
software and producing tool paths 
for wire EDM machines using CAM 
software while assisting/supporting 
manufacturing processes. Candi- 
dates should demonstrate a good 
work ethic, be dependable, have 
good judgment and be a team play- 
er. Candidates must have an Asso- 
ciate’s degree in Engineering with 
proficient reading, writing, and math 
skills, excellent communication skills 
and be able to pay close attention 
to detail. Based on experience we 
offer competitive compensation and 
a comprehensive benefits package. 
Visit www.rathboneprofiles.com for 
employment applications and submit 
online, via email to linda.dias@ 
rathboneprofiles.com or mail to 
1241 Park Street, Palmer, MA 
01069. Rathbone is proud to be an 
equal opportunity workplace and is 
an affirmative action employer. 


TRUCK DRIVER FT - Class A 
CDL - Bulk Tank - Tri Axle - Dump 
Trailer - Experience Required. RB 
Enterprises, Ludlow (413) 583- 
8393 


WAS BROTHERS CONSTRUC.- 
TION Is now taking applications for 
the following positions: Skilled Labor- 
er - Underground utility construction. 
Truck Driver/Laborer - required to 
perform both. Must be able to pass a 
background check, DOT physical and 
drug/alcohol testing. Applications 
accepted between 9:00am-2:00pm 
M-F @ 2378 Boston Road, Wilbra- 
ham, MA. Paid major holidays, vaca- 
tion, medical insurance after 90 days 
and SIMPLE IRA offered. 


FOR RENT 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis- 
crimination.’ We will not knowingly ac- 
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per- 
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 
for more information. 


WANTED TO 
RENT 


WANTED 2 OR 3 BEDROOM APART- 
MENT By two quiet adults. washer and 
dryer hookups in apt. excellent refer- 
ences, Ludlow or nearby call Mrs. G at 
(413)583-4746 after 10 am 


FOR RENT 


a 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
Or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 


Turley 


Publications, Inc. 


www.newspapers.turley.com 
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ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


BUDGET & from page 1 


in an effort to balance enrollment num- 
bers and provide equal services through- 
out the four elementary schools. Hoffman 
mentions that some additional costs were 
covered by the Elementary and Secondary 
School Emergency Relief Funds, the fund- 
ing also offset the Information Technology 
budget. 

Schooling during the pandemic and 
post-pandemic still relies on technology 
for some staff and students, through a par- 
ent survey the district was able to deter- 
mine that there was a lack of consistency 
the software and programs that were used 
throughout the year. Hoffman assured that 
the district is focusing on providing consis- 
tency for every grade level in the upcoming 
year, as it will continue to be a priority mov- 
ing forward. It’s anticipated that the relief 
funding will continue to support improved 
hardware and software changes and pur- 
chases, the funding will also be used for a 
variety of other things. 

Including a summer programing boot 
camp that will assist students who have 
fallen behind academically, a possible ad- 
dition of School Adjustment Councilors or 
similar services to assist students transi- 
tioning back to in-person learning, a Fam- 
ily Resource Center Coordinator position, 
and a potential temporary staffing to sup- 
port the redistricting transition that will 
occur next academic year. 

While there is a reduction of 3.4 full- 
time positions, the budget will not elimi- 
nate programs. There are also no increases 
to existing fees, and no new fees. ‘There will 
also be a fixed cost included for contrac- 
tual salaries, degree changes, stipends, an 
increase in special education tuitions, in- 
crease in transportation, increase in out- 
of-district regular education tuition, and 
increases in special education services and 


FRIDAY AT NOON 


HILLTOWNS 
MONDAY AT NOON 





ham-ma.gov. Application Dead- 
line 05/21/21 at 4:30PM. EOE 


supplies. There were also decreases to the 
Information Technology Budget and to the 
central office and district-wide budgets, 
helping to offset the increases to the bud- 
get. 

Overall the proposed budget has some 
highlights that correlate to goals the dis- 
trict has established in the strategic plan; 
including reinstating intervention pro- 
grams, increasing engagement with fam- 
ilies, maintain an appropriate student to 
staff ratio, providing necessary profession- 
al development to meet the growing needs 
of students, continuing leveraging relief 
funding sources to reduce district expens- 
es, continue integrating effective technol- 
ogy skills to the curriculum, and recogniz- 
ing, valuing, and supporting the diverse 
needs of students through differentiated 
and personalized instruction. 

Hoffman listed the different grants be- 
ing used, including six federal grants, two 
state grants and three state competitive 
grants. While there are still unanswered 
questions for the upcoming school year, 
Hoffman expressed that the FY’22 budget 
is fiscally responsible and utilizing the El- 
ementary and Secondary Emergency Relief 
funds will help the district to support pan- 
demic-related circumstances affecting the 
schools. 

“We are proud of the educational prog- 
ress that our district has achieved during 
these difficult times and are looking for- 
ward to bringing new and exciting pro- 
grams to the classroom, Hoffman said. 

The budget received unanimous accep- 
tance and the budget has been approved 
tentatively. The proposed budget informa- 
tion in on the school website under School 
Committee meetings at https://www.aga- 
wamed.org/page/school-committee, addi- 
tionally the entire meeting is offered online 
at the town website under media at https:// 
www.agawam.ma.us. 
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funding and city council approval, espe- 
cially in the case of bonding for projects, 
which require a two-thirds majority, or 
eight of 11 votes from the council. 

In the updated plan, Mayor William 
Sapelli is proposing less than $2 million 
in general fund appropriations for vari- 
ous purposes in FY2022. Among the ap- 
propriations are new equipment for the 
Department of Public Works, a public 
safety facility needs study, new servers 
and storage for town hall, and a new vehi- 
cle for the fire department. There are also 
appropriations for sidewalks and street 
and infrastructure. In those cases, general 
fund appropriations are combined with 
Chapter 90 highway funding. Similar ap- 
propriations are scheduled over the rest 
of the five-year plan. 

The proposal also includes projects 
that could be potentially bonded during 
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ceive the care with honor and dignity that 
they have earned in service to our country. 

In passing the $400 million bond au- 
thorization, Massachusetts is eligible to 
receive up to 65 per cent in federal reim- 
bursement for the design and construction 
of a new facility at Holyoke through the 
Veterans Affairs State Home Construction 
Grant Program. 

“This bill is necessary to ensure that we 
maximize federal funds for services for our 
veterans, who we honor every day, stated 
Senate President Karen E. Spilka (D-Ash- 
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the next five years. In the next fiscal year, 
Sapelli listed a dam repair and restoration 
at Tuckahoe Turf Farm. In FY2023, $1.8 
million is proposed for a new roof at Aga- 
wam High School and other renovation. 
However, the town is also pursuing a pos- 
sible project funded by the Massachusetts 
School Building Authority. 

While there is not a new town hall pro- 
posed in the next five years, Sapelli does 
propose a possible $30 million public safe- 
ty complex in FY2026. A new town hall 
was proposed in the capital plan by the 
previous administration, but has never 
gained any momentum. 

The full capital plan is available for re- 
view on the towns website. 

The Agawam City Council is sched- 
uled to host a public hearing to take input 
on the plan at their May 17 meeting. The 
council will vote on whether or not they 
support the plan following the public 
hearing. 





land). “The additional funds in this bill will 
ensure that we begin to rethink how we 
deliver care to veterans of every generation 
across Massachusetts. Ensuring that our 
veterans are connected to their communi- 
ties is an important factor in ensuring that 
their physical and mental health is taken 
care of, and so I am proud of the steps we 
have taken to ensure geographic equity 
and accessibility, especially for our women 
and LGBTQ veterans, as well as veterans of 
color. 

The bill must now be reconciled with 
the version recently passed by the House of 
Representatives. 
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grams on campus including the Honors 


Program and the Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) 
division. 
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Go Ductless! 


Let us design a system 
that works for your 
environment. 


Looking for an 
AC solution 
for your home 


or office? 
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18 Different All Organic Double Ground Premium Mulches 
Pine e Spruce ¢ Hemlock e Cedar e Red, Black & Brown 
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We are a mulch manufacturer, not a resaler of other people’s products. This means no middleman, 
and you save on the best product around. Come visit us on the web for great deals! 


413-569-2400 | 25 Sam West Road, Southwick, MA | 860-654-1975 


Parents, 


Grandparents 
& Friends 
SPECIAL 


We are offering a great deal for you to celebrate your 
sraduate in your community graduation issue. 
Submit a photo and a brief message. 


2x 3 Black & White Graduation Ad 
Regular Price-$65-00. 
SPECIAL $45.00 


DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION MAY 26th 


MAIL YOUR AD WITH PAYMENT TO: 
Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 
Pay by check or credit card: Checks Payable to 
Turley Publications, Credit Cards be sure to include: Paper, Name, 
Address, Phone, Credit Card Number, Exp. Date & CVV 





EMAIL YOUR AD TO: 
jbaskin@turley.com 
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Fireworks display called off for July 4 


SPRINGFIELD - For the second year, the Spirit of Spring- 
field will not be hosting Independence Day festivities on 
July 4. The decision was made after learning of Massachu- 
setts Governor Charlie Baker's updated COVID-19 plans 
for the state's continued reopening. 

“Although fairs and festivals can have 50% capacity, the 
Spirit of Springfield is not able to control the number of 
people gathering for July 4th festivities since they are free 
and open to the public, stated Spirit of Springfield Pres- 
ident Judy Matt. “We are optimistic that there will fire- 
works in Springfield before the end of 2021- 

Mayor Domenic J. Sarno stated, “The City of Spring- 
field continues to be prudent in our decisions on how 
we approach our reopening aspects. Once we defeat this 
COVID-19 Coronavirus pandemic, and we will, we will be 
able to celebrate together once again with the Spirit of 
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Lower Pioneer Valley 
EARLY LEARNING 
CENTER 


A unique environment fostering 
learning, growth, and community. 


For more information: 
Call 413-735-6388 or email 
aisner@lpvec.org 
Visit us at http://lpvctec.org/elc/ 


Springfield. Until then and out of an abundance of cau- 
tion, we must continue to be proactive and vigilant’ 

“The health and well-being of our community is of ut- 
most importance, said Dennis Duquette, head of Com- 
munity Responsibility, MassMutual, and president of the 
MassMutual Foundation. “We fully support this decision 
and look forward to celebrating with a terrificfireworks 
display when the time is right.’ 

Star Spangled Springfield has been a celebration of the 
countrys independence and a July 4th tradition since 1991. 
It has featured musical entertainment, family-friendly ac- 
tivities, and world-class pyrotechnics by Fireworks by 
Grucci. MassMutual has been the lead sponsor since 2006 
with additional support from area businesses. 

For updates, follow Spirit of Springfield on Facebook, 
Twitter and Instagram, and visit spiritofspring field.org. 
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